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ABOUT ME
André Minhorst, born in 1971

Degree in Mechanical Engineering

Writer, Programmer and Publisher since 1998

Written more then 18.000 pages for magazines
like this…

Written some books like …

And selling some cool Access tools.

In this presentation I will show you the newest
tools amvCalendar and amvExplorer.



amvCalendar

Why amvCalendar?

• Most applications work with appointments, for example 
Birthdays, Orders, Deliveries, Meetings, …

• Why not show and manage your appointments right inside your 
Access application where you also manage the other stuff?

• We will show you how easy this is with amvCalendar.



amvCalendar

amvCalendar consists of the following areas:

Menu bar

Month overview

Calendar selector

Main calendar view

Search box



amvCalendar

amvCalendar gives you different views:

• Day

• Working Week

• Week

• Month

• We can use the slider to select dates or date areas.

• And we can switch the current month with it.





amvCalendar

We can use the month view with more than one calendar:

• The first option is the overlay view: It shows appointments from all 
calendars at once.

• The second option is called split view: It shows two calendars side-
by-side.



amvCalendar

How can we use the overlay view?

• In the overlay view we can change the date of 
an appointment by dragging and dropping it 
from day to day.



amvCalendar

How can we use the split view?

• Works only when exactly two calendars are selected.

• And it only works in 64-bit or in 32-bit 
with enabled LAA mode.

• Split view can be used to move appointments from one calendar to 
another calendar.



amvCalendar

We can also assign an appointment to another 
calendar by using the dropdown in the title bar.



amvCalendar

How can we manage calendars?

• We can add a calendar by clicking on »Add 
calendar«.

• We can also rename a calendar.

• We can change colors with the context menu.

• And we can delete a calendar again.



amvCalendar

We can mark an appointment as »done«

• To do this we use the context menu entry »Mark 
as done«.

• The appointment will then be grayed out.

• With »Mark as active« you can reactivate it.



amvCalendar
Working with categories

• Normally appointments use the 
calendar’s color as background color.

• But you can set a category for each 
appointment that will have its own 
color.

• Just select the appointment and 
choose the desired category from the 
menu.

• You can edit the categories by 
clicking on All Categories.

• Here you can add categories, delete 
them or set their color.



amvCalendar

Working with appointments

• We can add new appointments by double-clicking the appropriate day, for example 
for a simple appointment from 8 to 8:30.

• We can add new appointments via context menu, for example an all-day-event.

• We can add appointments that repeat on consecuting days by setting the same 
time but using a three-day-period.

• We also can add recurring appointments.



amvCalendar

Working with timezones

• When we add a new appointment from 8-10am (UTC +01:00)

• and change the timezone to Baku (UTC +04:00)

• the Appointment will be set to 6:00 am local time (3h difference minus 1h daylight 
saving time)

• Now we could save the appointment as .ics file via context menu.

• But we can also drag it to the desktop or into another folder.



amvCalendar

How can we delete appointments?

• We can select one or more appointments and use Delete on the keyboard

• We can use the menu button

• We can use the context menu button

• We can use the delete button in the overview

• We can use the delete button in detail view



amvCalendar

How can we see the details of an 
appointment without opening it?

• You don’t have to open an appointment 
to see the details.

• We can also use the reading area when 
we click on Reading Mode.

• Then we see all details at the bottom of 
the screen.



amvCalendar

How can we search in appointments?

• Just enter keyword in search textbox

• Double click on result to show appointment details

• Or use context menu to open or delete

• More search options:

• We can search only in the current calendar or all calendars

• Or we can search in all fields or only in one field, for example in the title



amvCalendar

How can we print a calendar?

• With the menu item Start|Print we are able to print the current view.

• We can print a list or the current view, even with split view.

• We can also create a pdf.



amvCalendar
What about scrolling?

• We are very proud of our scrolling features. 

• We can scroll in all the single calendar views.

• Same works in overlay mode.

• And it also works in split view.

• Moreover we have the »Goto Date« function in the 
context menu where we can scroll through the 
calendar.



amvCalendar
From calendar to calendar

• When we place two amvCalendar applications side 
by side, they can show the same calendar.

• We can copy/paste and cut/paste appointments 
from one calendar to the other.

• And this also works with drag and drop.

• When we change the date of an item in one calender 
this will be synchronized after a few seconds in the 
other calendar.

• We can also drag and drop an appointment from the 
calender on the left side to the calender on the right 
side.



amvCalendar
amvCalender is …

• Compatible with SQL Server

• All data is stored in tables so you can access it from other objects.

• Integration is very easy: You just add all objects of the demo and open the 
form FRM_CAL_MAIN.

• You get the full source code so you can change everything.

You find amvCalendar here: https://www.andreminhorst.de/amvcalendar

• Single license: 99 EUR

• Ultimate license: 399 EUR - Use Code AUG15 for 15% discount – valid until July 
31st, 2024



amvExplorer

Why amvExplorer?

• We often have files that are related to the data we store in our 
databases.

• One typical example:

• Customers: invoices, orders, emails, …

• But this also applies to projects, products and more.



AMVEXPLORER
Where do we store the files associated to a customer?

• Usually in a subfolder named after the customer, product or project 
name or number. The files may be referenced in a field in a table.

• Alternatively in an OLE field or an Attachment field, but: Space in 
databases is limited.

When using a folder:

• How do we display these directories to see the data they contain 
when we are working with our database?

• Normally we only see the path in a textbox,

• when stored in an attachment field we don’t see the file at all

• Inexperienced developers just open the Windows Explorer and 
navigate to the appropriate folder to look up the files.



amvExplorer

• More experienced developers could use commands like »Shell« to 
open Windows Explorer and show the desired folder.

• An example to open a specific folder with VBA is the following 
command:
Shell "Explorer.exe c:\Documents\Customers\123", vbNormalFocus

• We can use this command for a solution that is much better than to 
open Windows Explorer manually all the time:



amvExplorer

• We could use a button to open 
a specific folder for the current 
customer.

• Then we would use code like 
this in order to do this:

• This opens the appropriate 
folder.



amvExplorer
• But wouldn't it be much easier if 

we could integrate Windows 
Explorer directly into an Access 
form?

• What if we could show the 
corresponding folder for the 
customer or product right in the 
form?

• This is possible when you use 
amvExplorer.

• Let’s have a look how this works.



amvExplorer
What can we do with amvExplorer?

• Show the appropriate folder for each customer

• Drag and drop files and folders from outside

• Add files and folders with Copy and Paste

• Add E-Mails from Outlook with drag and drop

• Add Attachments from Outlook with drag and drop

• Create new folder

• Rename a file

• Rename a folder

• Navigate to new folder

• Navigate back and forth

• And we can use all the context menu commands.



amvExplorer

• What do we need to do to 
implement amvExplorer in 
our own application?

• We need some objects.

• We import them from the 
demo database …

• … by selecting all tables 
and modules …

• … and adding them to the 
current database.



amvExplorer

• What do we need to 
implement amvExplorer in 
our own form?

• First we need a web browser 
control.

• We name it ctlExplorer.



amvExplorer
• Then we add some code.

• Starting with the event 
Form_Open.

• Before we edit it, we add a 
variable.

• Then we add the code for 
Form_Open.

• Moreover we need a 
Form_Current event.

• … and the sub it calls.

• We also need an unload 
event.

• And finally some more event 
procedures like these that 
allow specific actions.



amvExplorer

• Moreover we want to use the Forward and 
Backward buttons. We just have to set the 
properties ctlBackward and ctlForward to the 
desired buttons.

• And we need some code to hide the control 
when we add a new customer, that doesn’t 
have an ID yet and that makes it visible when 
the record is created.

• But we won’t look into this in detail.



amvExplorer

Using the watcher

• What is the watcher? The Watcher is a timer that controls 
what happens in a specific folder.

• We can implement different events fired by the watcher.

• So we can basically react to the following events:

• Adding files and folders

• Removing files and folders

• Renaming files and folders

• And changing the content of a file



amvExplorer

What do we need for using the watcher?

• We need to call the RegisterWatcher method 
when opening the form.

• We need to terminate it when 
we close the form.

• And we need an event procedure 
for the event called WatchEvent.

• It comes with some parameters 
we can use to control 
what happens.



amvExplorer

Some parameters of the watcher event:

• Path: Path of the file or folder

• ItemName: Name of the file or folder

• ItemType: Type, for example file or folder

• EventAction: One of the following values:

• MODIFIED: Called when an element is changed

• ADDED: Called when an element is added

• REMOVED: Called when an element is removed

• RENAME OLD: Called on renaming, can be used to retrieve the old name

• RENAME NEW: Called on renaming, can be used to retrieve the new name



amvExplorer

How can we use the watcher practically?

• We can make backups of added files

• We can extract content from Office documents and write it into the 
database

• We can write content from Outlook E-Mails in tables

• We can create PDF Documents from Word documents

• And many more! What are your ideas?
Feel free to write them in the chat!



amvExplorer

amvExplorer has a few more interesting 
features.

All features are demonstrated in a form 
that comes with the demo.

• At the bottom we see the amvExplorer 
control.

• We see all shell events that we can 
track.

• We see the parameters of all events 
fired by the watcher.

• And we see some more properties we 
can use to disable specific actions – for 
example ...



amvExplorer

Options to enable and disable functions

• We can make sure the user can only 
use the current folder.

• We can prevent dragging of the 
folders items into other folders.

• We can prevent executing files by 
double click.

• We can prevent executing files by 
using the context menu.

• We can prevent changing the view 
using the context menu

• We can prevent renaming items.



amvExplorer

amvExplorer …

• … can be used in any application.

• Integration is very easy: You just add all objects of the demo and add some 
controls and some code to your form.

• You get the full source code so you can change everything.

You find amvExplorer here: https://www.andreminhorst.de/amvexplorer

• Single license: 69 EUR

• Ultimate license: 249 EUR - Use Code AUG15 for 15% discount – valid until July 
31st, 2024
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